A11-Indla Institute of Hyglene and
Public Health,
110 Chittaranj)an Avenue,
Caleutta=12,
2 March 1955.

Dear Igmacilo,

I would he very curious te know what Garcla Rossel had to BEY
abont Indla and my own experience, The two of us vplus Dr.Hubner
went together to a speclally vprepared session of the Bengal Tuber-
culosis Assoclatlion and Ovidio spoke very wisely. He Seems to share
my precccupation with the fact that in India they are already con-
carned with nost-treatment care and with rehabllitatlion when they
are stlll in the evldemic stage of ths disease and they should he
engaged In mass treatment and other wavs of infectious foel elimina-
tion. He a2nd his mother made very arute remarks about the aountry
and the people but our relations were not so Intimate because they
“ were trailing along two other peonle and the group was rather hete-
TOZENnous,

Really my misslon is over on the 9th of this month, but WHO
has asked me to stay over for a few days in order to attend some
meatings in which the Caleutta Tralning Centre Project will be eva-
luated. As you are aware, I am the leader of the WHO team in whiech
there are an English pedlatrician, an American health educator, three
murses from Canada, New Zealand and South Africa and a Burmese admin-
iztrative officer. For that purvose, I have vrepared an oversall
report that alsc eonsolldates the opinlons of my colleapues. On the
2lst, T will po to Delhi, by special invitation of the Rockefeller
Foundation, to take part in a natlonal sonference on the teaching of
soclal and preventive medicine., Afterwards, I will be ready to find
my way home, beeause I aould not think of any reason good enough to
stay here any longer. Ny son end I may stay over for =ome days in
Europe but very much hope to reach Chile in the course of Arril, You
may not know that Juan Jose came to visit me as soon as he filnlshed
with his bachillerato. It 18 still too socon to evaluate the result
.f my misslon from someone else's viewpoint. It is obvious that T
have Installed some sort of a very large pipe through which there
may be a two-way and very actlve interchange between this Instltute
and the WHO Regional Office, It seems obvious to me too that if the
former accents some of my recommendations the Institute may actually
get out of the standstill in which it hanpens to be at wresent. Tts
potentlalities as a regional tralning centre arsculte good but its
present role 1s rather wealt, Personally, I ecsn hardly deseribe my
satisfaction with enough enthusiasm. For many weeks, I was gulte
unhavny, but this fact weighs very lightly on my mind and seems to
me to be part of the general picture. The modirus of adjustment
that I have reached came after a long and painful ovrocess, - Since I
can remember, I have always thought that the most tragle event of
the modern era is the divorce of East and West and that convietion
has reached obsessive proportions, Now I know that therg are o
worlds and that the understanding of this one helos yon fo face your
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ovn problemsz, These will be gubjects of long conversatinng,

I heartlly agree with you on your appreclation of the SNS, A= I
said to a muthal frlend not leong sgo, the authorities remind me of
the father of a mongollan, You show to him that the bahy's tongue
is too big and the small finger too small and that the muscles are
entirely too flabby and the eyes too obliaue, but he will still keen
saying that the creature lsg normal. Our half-baked SNS could and
can stlll be 2 success If the volley is well defined and systema-
tically followed, You and I knew that 1t was not mature to he born
and that 1t had to be raised as a premature., I!mfortunately, the
obstetricians and the pedlatriclans in charge are not objectlve nor
well=-oriented, Sometlmes, I almost feel that it may be better to
gee 1t po very fer down such a way that there will be a real chence
. to sse 1t redrsssed,

By all means, I will be acutely interested in the developments
of your Institute of Preventive and Soclal Medicine amd I wished if
no lasting decision were taken on this matter t1ll T come back., My
ldeas have distilled quite a bit and I may be in a positlon to heln.
One of the really successful medicos in town is D, H,F,Hahndel whose
sister, I understand, works for you and is married in your city. We
have had many dealings.

These lines are mainly to thank you kindly for your letter but
if you still feel 1like writing once more, I would be mors deeply
obllged. In such a cases, use the following address: WHO Reglonal
Office, Patiala House, Princes' Park, New Delhl, Indla.
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